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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications must 
be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

FROM FRANCE 

Dear Editor: The following is from a letter written by Helen L. Kerrigan, 
a graduate of the New York City (now the City Hospital) Training School, to 
Mrs. Cadwalader Jones, Chairman of the School's Advisory Board: 

"St. Valery-en-Caux, France, 
December 31, 1915. 

" . . . . You will probably be interested to hear that I have been 
doing my little bit in this great war problem. 

I was in Belgrade, Serbia, during the Austrian invasion just a year ago and 
was to all intents and purposes a prisoner for the thirteen days in which the 
Austrians had possession of the city. 

We had a wonderful experience as our hospital was used as a field hospital and 
was literally filled with dead and dying all the time. Never shall I forget the 
awful sights. The story is only too familiar to all. I was also one of the victims 
of typhus. 

I have been here with Dr. Fitch since July last. Work here is quite interest- 
ing. The French soldiers make ideal patients, so brave and cheerful and ready 

to go back to the trenches and fight for their beloved France " 

M. C. J. 

NEW USE FOR A KELLY PAD 

Dear Editor: While nursing a case of cancer, where there was excessive 
discharge from both bladder and bowels, the patient using cloths and sanitary 
pads which caused discomfort and chafing, as well as much washing of cloths 
and bed linen, I thought of trying a Kelly pad. I procured a surgeon's size, which 
is smaller than the obstetric size, and was more comfortable, relieving the 
patient's back from pressure. I made pads of cotton batting and cheesecloth, 
large squares, which I placed inside the pad. When they were wet, they were 
removed and burned, thus eliminating all washing and keeping the patient dry 
and comfortable. The results far exceeded my expectations, the patient's suffer- 
ing and distress being much lessened . The pad could be used in many cases where 
there is continuous discharge or drainage. 
District of Columbia. C. E. 

AN APPEAL TO HOURLY NURSES 

Dear Editor: In the hope that the hourly nurses in the United States will 
see the value of and have the desire to form themselves into a section of the 
American Nurses' Association I am making an effort to reach them with an invi- 
tation to help and to ask for their cooperation in securing material for the time 
devoted to Hourly Nursing on the program at the Annual Convention in New 
Orleans. 
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